CARL  SCHURZ'S   POLITICAL  CAREER

der suspicion and investigation when the conference was in
session, and ere the convention met he had been seriously com-
promised by the facts disclosed in the Mulligan letters. Al-
though his supporters largely outnumbered those of any other
candidate, his chances were blighted. Bristow, Morton and
Conkling failed to find enough support outside of their own
States. By mere force of the elimination of the real leaders,
Hayes, the " favorite son" of Ohio, came to the front in the
balloting and was nominated.

Hayes had been assiduously pressed upon the attention of
the party ever since his election as Governor of Ohio in 1875,
but until recently the effect had seemed slight. As early as
February, 1876, Captain A. E. Lee, the secretary of Governor
Hayes, confidentially opened communication with Mr. Schurz
and furnished him with a full account of Hayes' views on all
the leading issues of the day. There had been no doubt on the
currency question. Captaiil Lee convinced Mr. Schurz that
Hayes also agreed with him as to the South and civil-serv-
ice reform. At intervals throughout the period preceding the
Republican convention Schurz received other information that
gave him a pretty clear notion as to Hayes' qualities and in-
spired confidence that he would respond to correct influences.
Consequently when Bristow was unable to impress the con-
vention, Hayes attracted the favorable attention of many In-
dependents. Soon after the nomination Schurz announced, at
first only privately, his satisfaction with Hayes, and other
prominent members of the Fifth Avenue conference did so,
more or less openly.

Still other?, including some who had been very near to
Mr. Schurz, doubted that Hayes possessed the sterling require-
ments, and preferred Tilden, who was confidently expected
to be the Democratic candidate. Among these were Hoadley

[sea] he was in the coils of his own
